
2020 NAPA VALLEY MERLOT 
THREE PALMS VINEYARD

Since our inaugural 1978 vintage, we have been proud to craft a vineyard-designate Merlot from the legendary Three 
Palms Vineyard. Named for its three iconic palm trees, this warm, up-valley vineyard features lean soils that cause the 
vines to send their roots deep in search of nutrients, yielding a profoundly intense and age-worthy wine with complex 
fruit and mineral layers. As a testament to its status as the benchmark for New World Merlot, in 2017, Wine Spectator 
honored our 2014 Three Palms Vineyard Merlot as “Wine of the Year.”

VINTAGE NOTES

In terms of overall weather, most of the 2020 growing season was excellent. Following a relatively dry winter, budbreak 
started early, and the temperatures throughout spring and summer were mild and temperate. This allowed the grapes 
to ripen slowly, developing pure, vibrant flavors and supple, fleshy textures. In late September, harvest was impacted by 
the outbreak of wildfires and the arrival of hot weather. The elevated temperatures gave many vineyards a final push to 
ripeness as we worked to bring in the grapes. During this period, we did extensive testing to ensure quality, excluding 
any fruit that did not meet our standards. While our meticulous selection process resulted in a smaller 2020 crop, the 
wines we produced live up to the Duckhorn name, displaying beautiful aromas, soft elegant textures, lively complexity 
and lush flavors. 

WINEMAKING NOTES

Epic, elegant and profoundly complex, this stunning wine draws you in with aromas of fresh cranberry, huckleberry, 
crushed rose petals, raspberry and graham crackers. On the palate, mesmerizing layers of black fig and cocoa powder 
mingle with the lush berry flavors, with a sophisticated note of minerality emerging on the long, resonant finish.

WINEMAKING

appellation Napa Valley

vineyard Three Palms Vineyard

varietal composition 98% Merlot, 2% Malbec

fermentation & aging Aged for 18 months in 100% French oak
75% new, 25% neutral

alcohol 14.5%

pH 3.70

acidity 0.58 g/100 ml
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